„ 
To a Perſon of QUAL TY, in Relation to the Affirmation 
of the QUAKERS. 


SIR, | 
Am afraid you are a little too Partial, when you think what you told 
me made ſome Impreſſion upon you; who have ſo long .Honour'd 

me with your . Friendſhip, will be as well receiv'd by thoſe who 
know not who I am. 


However, ſince I have your Command for ſo doing, I will ſet down 
in Writing, and ſend. to the Preſs, ſomething of what pais'd between us, 
You was ſo Indulgent, as eaſily to allow that it was a great Miſtake in 
| thoſe who wiſhed well to the Proteſtant Epiſcopal CHURCH of ENGLAND, 
to put of ſo long Granting Liberty of Conſcience, by Act of Pax- 
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And you agreed with me, that had it been Granted the next Seſſion, 
after King Charles the Second was Poſleſs'd. of His Throne, it is very 
probable that the other Sectaries would not have ſo cloſely. United with 
the Presbyterians, who had ſo lately ſhown themſelves ſo averſe to, and 
had Preached and Printed fo vehemently againſt any Toleration 
And that this Procraſtination of what was (by reaſon of that Deluge of 
Sects that overflowed this Iſland during the Civil Wars, and Uſurpation of 
Cromwell) become as well a Neceſſary as Healing Meaſure, was certainly 
but a meer Political, Miſtake, muſt be allow'd to be pretty Evident, 
from the Preamble of the BILL to prevent Mccaſional Confounity : 
For that Preamble, in ſo many words aſſerts that nothing is more contrary to 
the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, and particularly to the Doctrine of the 
 CHurxcH of EN GLAN, than Perſecution for Conſcience ſake only. 
And that Preamblè muſt doubtleſs be the Senſe of the Trueſt Sons of 
the Chux cy of ENGLAND, and muſt be allow'd to be the declar'd 
Senſe of both Houſes; for it was in the BILL, when the Occaſional Bill 
was brought into the Ho us E of Commons, and it ſtood unalter'd, 
in the Houss of Lok DS; (where our Moſt, Reverend, and Right 
Reverend Fathers in God, the Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, were moſt of 
them preſent) when they had made all their Amendments to the ſaid Bi LL. 
But to haſten to what was the Occaſion of our Diſcourſe; the Alteri. 
the Affirmation of the People called Q ARKERS, whoſe Printed Cs E, 
in Relation to that Matter you ſhewed me; with an intimation that you 
would be glad to know what I thought ſhould be done in it. 
I ſhewed you, that in an Excellent Sermon Archbiſhop Tillotſon Preach'd 
at the Aſſizes held at King ſton in Surrey, concerning The Lamfulneſs and 
Obligation of Oaths ; before that he deliver'd his Sounder and more Rational 
Explication of thoſe words, Matth. v. ver. 33, 34, Cc. Te have heard that it 
hath been ſaid to them of old time, Thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf, But I ſay 
unto you, Swear not at all; neither by Heaven, &c. but let your Communication. 
ve Tea, Ten, and Nay, Nay; for whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh of Evil. 
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(2) 
That Learned Archbiſhop faith; He readily grants that there is ſcarce an 
Error whatſoever that. hath. a more plauſible Colour from Scripture, than theirs, 
who Scruple Swearing at all. — 

Now if it hath ſuch a P lauſible Colour from Scr ipture, ſince Toleration ts 
Conffrin'd by a Lam of this very Seſſion; T can't but think that the PAR LIA- 
MENT WIIl, upon Application, make the moſt Scrupulous of the 
LUARERS eaſie in the Matter of the Affirmation. I ſay the moſt 
Scrupulous eaſie; for tho many of the QU AKERS can, and do, take 
the preſent Affirmation, I hear divers of thoſe who take it, had rather it 
had been worded otherwiſe ; and it ſeems to me to be à ſort of Perſecution 
for Conſciezce ſake only, to continue even upon thoſe Q ARE RS an 
Affermation, that they can but juſt ſwallow down, and digeſt. 

With great Submiſſion, I think that nothing is more contrary to the Pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, than Temporally to hurt any Man for his 
Religious Scruples, if the Publick and Private Intereſts of his Fellow-Sub- 
jects can be otherwiſe rendred Safe.  _ | = 5 

Now I think the GU ARE RS, in the Printed CAs x you ſhewed 
me, make a pretty fafr Offer: They fay they will be content to undergo 
as great Penalties as are mflicted in Cafes of Perjury, if they falſifie their 
Word. EF fav this is a pretty fair Offer. But I, (who think they ought, 
both from the Principles of our Excellent Cavs c E, and out of Regard 
to our ſelves, to have the Eaſe they themſelves defire) think they ought to 
undergo greater Penalties than are inflicted in Cafes of Perjury, for Fal. 
Hing their Words ; and that becauſe when any Man obtains an Indulgence, 
by pretending Scruples, and afterwards makes an fl Uſe of that very 
Indulgence, he ſeems to me to be a Villam of a larger Size than ordinary, 
and to deſerve a more than ordinary Puniſhment. ö 

But I come to another part of their Printed Cas Ex, which I touched 
upon juſt now; and I muſt owr that it appears to mo for ihe Beneſit of 
their Fellow Subjects to Alter the Affirmation juſt as the moſt Scrupulous 
QUAKERS would have it; for we nn chooſe for Servants, So- 
ber Perſons, and thoſe Servants are often Witneſſes to our Writings. Now 
Sober Men are, or are likely to become Religtous ; thoſe who are Religious, 
ſometimes, through an Exceſs, become Enthuſiaſts ; and then it is not im- 
poſſible but that they may Embre'.e the Opinions of the QUAKER Sg 
and even of thoſe of that Sect too who are moſt Scrupulous. And pray, 
jf all this ſhould happen, might not ſuch a Servant's turning Q ARE R, 
if the Affirmation is not Alter'd, prove of infinite Ill Conſequence to his 
Maſter, who perhaps Hired him at firſt, chiefly becauſe he was a Sober 
Conſciencious Man? To telt you the Truth, I am Inform'd there are 
ſome Inſtances of this Nature. — | | = 

I hope I have Recollected enough of what we Talked over; and my 
Publiſhing ſuch accidental Conyerfation, i it proves of any Uſe, is owing 
to you ; who TI confeſs can make me do as much as one Friend can in 
Reaſon deſire of another. I am, wy 


/ 


Jour Humble Servant, 


N. N. 


